
The What & Why of Attributions



But, why?
● To avoid charges of plagiarism (which carries serious penalties for 

you).

● To help your readers.

● To give the author’s whom you are citing the credit due for their 
intellectual work!



Okay, so what are my options?
● Direct Quotations

○ Use when the author’s phraseology is striking, or the author themselves are a credible authority

● Paraphrasing
○ Use when the author’s wording is not as compelling, or you can weave it naturally 

into your own narrative

Diamond (2017) argued that the histories of the these region hold an 
important morale for contemporary society; that is, a societies’ past success 
does not ensure future success.

● Summarizing Appropriately
○ Use when the author’s words serve a foundational purpose, but are not so profound or necessary to require direct quotation or 

paraphrasing.

Some argue that historical precedent holds important lessons for 
contemporary society about the difficulty of maintaining authority 
(Diamond, 2017).



But, what if...
● When in doubt, attribute and cite!

● Obviously for direct quotes, but also for paraphrases and 
summaries.

● Use your style manual of choice, and consult frequently for 
formatting norms.



At the end of the day...



PRACTICE!
In the following slides you will be tasked with determining whether or not a 
passage is plagiarized, and correcting the attribution.



#1 -- Attribution

Student’s Written Passage Plagiarized?

The stylistic departures in Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 are so radical and bewildering 
that it is striking that the sketches show that his compositional process was assured and 
technically certain. Beethoven must have felt that he had overextended himself.

❏  Yes    
❏  No

Corrected Version: 

Kerman, Tyson, and Burnham (2020). Grove Music Online.



#2 Attribution

Student’s Written Passage Plagiarized?

When Ives used themes from American popular songs and hymns in his Symphony 
No. 2 combined with the form and style of the Romantic symphony, it was a bold 
effort to create a place for this music in the art music tradition.

☐ Yes    
☐ No

Corrected Version:

Grout, Palisca, & Burkholder (2016) A History of Western Music.


